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Subject: The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities involving
Animals)(England)Regulations 2018 – REVIEW OF FEES

Purpose of report: To advise Licensing and Enforcement Committee of the fee review
process which has been carried out in accordance with both DEFRA
guidance and the Open For Business requirements, a report of which is
attached to this committee report.

Recommendation: For Committee to approve the adoption of the new fees with effect
from 1st April 2019:
New and Renewal Applications = £330
Annual Compliance Visit = £50
Minor changes during licence period = No Charge
Review of star rating = No Charge
Vets Fees = Invoiced per premises where required

Reason for
recommendation:

In order to meet the requirements of the regulations and guidance with
regard to locally setting fees at a level which is estimated to be cost
neutral.

Officer: Janet Wallace and Allison Ferrero, Principal Environmental Health
Officers, jwallace@eastdevon.gov.uk; aferrero@eastdevon.gov.uk

Financial
implications:

Financial implications are contained within the report

Legal implications: The legal principles and fee setting regime are set out within the report
and require no further comment.

Equalities impact: Low risk.
The application of the new fees required by the regulations will be
achieved using reasonable and proportionate principles with the aim of
keeping costs to every businesses as low as practicable.

Risk: Low risk. Application of the new regulations is a statutory requirement for
the authority, as is the charging of appropriate fees to cover the cost of
providing the service.

Links to background Appendices:



information: A – Report on the Review of Licence Fees for Activities Involving Animals

Link to Council Plan: Developing an outstanding local economy and continuously improving to
be an outstanding council.

Report

1. Officers presented to the November 2018 Licensing and Enforcement Committee a report
outlining the new regulations and guidance applicable to certain activities involving animals
and the establishments associated with these activities. At that committee officers
undertook to return in February with the required licence fee review completed.

2. Five activities involving animals are covered by these regulations:
(i) Selling animals as pets (no longer just in pet shops)
(ii) Providing boarding for cats or dogs (including kennels, day care and home

boarding for dogs)
(iii) Hiring out horses for riding
(iv) Dog breeding
(v) Keeping or training animals for exhibition (licences commence 1st April 2019).

3. As part of the requirements Local authorities must review the fees charged both for the
licence administration process and for subsequent compliance checks. The report attached
at Appendix A sets out how this review has been done in line with the Open for Business
Local Government Association Guidance on locally set licence fees.

4. The report concludes that the fees should increase from the current levels which range from
£100 to £180 per premises (depending on the type of activity) to a set fee of £330.  Whilst
the increase may look significant, in many cases there is no effective increase as licences
will be valid for 2 or 3 years, rather than for the current 12 months.  Only premises classified
as non-compliant will notice an increase in fee, and this will reflect the additional attention
that officers will need to provide.

5. The proposed fees have been compared with other Devon Authorities. Some have already
reviewed their fees and these are similar to the fees that East Devon has determined:
Plymouth charge a total of £400, South Hams District Council charge £234, Torbay charge
£399 and Mid Devon’s fees are £292.

6. The local authority is required to review these fees each year and therefore the next review
has been set for February 2020, with any further changes coming into effect in April 2020.


